
 
 

" IDENTIFY THE CAUSE, NOT THE SYMPTOM " 

  

A horse with a history of the same symptom may not be suffering from the problem you may think, 
often it is due to an underlying problem somewhere else and the initial symptoms are only a 
secondary effect. If the initial cause is not identified, then secondary problems will continue to 
return and you will not only loose practical use of your horse, but also incur continued treatment 
costs for symptoms which are not the actual cause. 
 
For example, after receiving multiple treatments for a suspected back problem for over 12 months 
from several reputable back specialists & saddle fitters, the same symptoms continued to return 
time after time. Our specialist after doing a full scan was able to identify that the horse in question 
did not have any significant problem with its back, but did have an alarming hot spot between the 
fetlock joint and coronet band on the nearside fore leg which was previously unknown to everyone. 
The heat from this area was not detectable by hand and also not detected by any of the other 
specialists who had treated this horse previously. It would appear that the back problems were as 
a result of the horse using its back and hind quarters to overcompensate for pain in it’s fore leg 
and therefore was a secondary symptom and not the route cause! 

 

                                   ’ 
‘Thermal image shows the elevated temperature between the fetlock joint and coronet band’ 

  

 
As a result of our findings, the owner had a much clearer understanding of the probable cause of 
the back problems and was then able to make an informed decision on further treatments. 
 
Pound for pound, a full thermal imaging scan gives the customer the real value for money. 
 
X-rays and ultra sound scans are done on specific areas only and although may give more 
detailed information, they can not show the full horse and this is where a thermal imaging scan 
wins every time. 
 
X-rays and ultra sound are ideal tools to help your vet accurately diagnose a problem – when in 
the right area, which is where we can help. A full thermal imaging scan will include the full horse 
from head to hoof and a detailed report is provided within minutes of the scan. 
 
This is ideal for long standing problems or to identify other problem areas which may be the route 
cause. 
Not only is it a completely non invasive procedure with absolutely no risks what so ever, but is also 
a fraction of the cost of other scans and is not limited to a specific area or joint and the results are 
available almost immediately. 
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